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Dear Parents 

 
It has been a very busy and exciting 

half-term with many significant 

developments across the school.   

Following our very successful Open 

Evenings last term, we were delighted 

to be able to offer 240 students the 

opportunity to join us in Year 7 in 

September.   

The competition for places was great 

with over 504 people requesting 

places at the school.  This is the 

highest number we have on record and 

we were delighted that so many 

parents wished for their children to 

join us at The Appleton School.  

The Specialist Schools & Academies 
Trust also visited the school during 

February as they were delighted with 

OFSTED’s comment that the school 

was “well on its way to being 

outstanding”.   
During the course of their day with us, 

they met students, visited classes and 

met with myself, and members of our 

Governing Body.   

The Trust were so impressed by our 

staff and our results that they have 

asked some of our teachers to lead one 

day courses on raising standards in 

other parts of the country! 

 

The school was informed in February 

that it has now been approved as one 

of the schools in the Building Schools 

for the Future scheme.   

The school will either be completely  

re-furbished or completely re-built in 

2011.  This is exciting news, as it 

results in a minimum of a £11 million 

investment in our buildings.  

Provisional plans for a new build are 

already in school.  During the Easter 

holiday, there are plans to completely 

transform our school Library.   

This will involve creating fiction areas 

and an impressive computer suite for 

students to use as a resource.  

It is anticipated that this work will be 

finished by the middle of May but it 

does mean that our Library will be out 

of use for students when we return 

from the Easter break.   

 

During the summer, we will also be 

creating an Engineering room to run 

new courses in from September 2007. 

 

 

Sad news. 

 

We were sad to learn of the death of 

our recently retired Site & Lettings 

Manager, Mr Les Lloyd-Lea on 6
th

 

March.  Mr Lloyd-Lea had worked at 

The Appleton School for over 

seventeen years before his retirement 

in November 2006.  Mr Lloyd-Lea had 

been valiantly fighting throat cancer 

since 1999.  He was an inspiration to 

many in the way he fought his cancer 

and never gave up hope. Our 

condolences are with his wife Gwen at 

this very difficult time.  

Mrs K Kerridge, Headteacher 

 

Local MP, Dr Bob Spink, talks 

about Energy and Global 

Warming 
On Friday, 19

th
 January, our local MP, 

Dr Bob Spink, came to talk to 22 

GCSE Geographers about Energy. 

Dr Spink sits on the Science and 

Technology Committee in the House 

of Commons, which reflects his keen 

interest in this topic.  Firstly, he talked 

about World Energy Consumption.  

He told us that the USA uses the most 

energy and fossil fuels, and this 

therefore means that they have the 

highest carbon emissions.  He was 

also concerned about the rapid 

increase in China’s coal consumption 

and carbon emissions.  The Chinese 

are building a new power station every 

ten days on average.  However, the 

Chinese are trying to develop their 

alternative sources of energy, such as 

hydro-electricity from the massive 

Three Gorges Dam scheme on the 

River Yangste,  and smaller scale bio-

mass schemes.   Dr Spink also briefly 

summarised the main arguments for 

global warming, which seemed very 

compelling.  For example, he pointed 

out that 280 cubic km of the 

Greenland ice sheet melted last year 

and this is unprecedented.  He pointed 

out that scientists have predicted a 2 - 

5ºC increase in temperature by the end 

of the Century.  At the most 

conservative, an estimate of a 2ºC 

increase in temperature would be 

sufficient to cause widespread 

droughts and famine in tropical areas.  

Malaria could occur in the UK and sea 

levels rise by ½ metre.  The Stern 

report indicates that if people act now, 

the economic cost of global warming 

could be considerably reduced.   

Dr Spink talked about ways of 

reducing carbon emission such as 

increasing renewable sources, 

sequestrating CO2  from power 

stations and pumping it back into the 

rocks where North Sea gas has been 

removed, and improved energy 

efficiency.  The talk was interesting 

but also quite alarming and gave us a 

lot to think about. 

 

Kelly Hannam/Tom Leeson 

 

Health Advice for Parents and 

Students 
Part of the Community School Nurse’s 

remit is to give parents, carers and 

teachers support with issues 

surrounding school-aged children.  

 

As part of this, our School Health 

Adviser will be available to our 

students on Wednesday lunch times 

and to parents by “phone-in” on 

Monday afternoons, from 2.30 – 

4.30 pm. 
 

Alternatively, if you wish to make an 

appointment to see Jo Hare, our 

School Health Adviser, please phone 

Mrs Williams, in the Student Services 

office. 

 

Mrs Williams can also provide more 

information on this scheme if you 

require it.  

 

Half-Term trip to George, 

Western Cape, South Africa 
One aspect of being a Specialist 

School (Business and Enterprise 

College) is the opportunity to visit 

another country to view their 

education system, to learn from it and 

establish links.    

Four teachers from Appleton, Mr 

Appleton, Mr Bancroft, Mrs Davie 
and Mrs Stennett, accompanied five 

teachers from our feeder primary 

schools and an Adviser from Essex 

Education Service.  We were 

particularly looking at aspects such as 

assessment, support for the less able, 

motivating and challenging the Gifted 

and Talented students and rewards 

systems.   Each day, the secondary 

staff visited a different secondary 



school – three state secondaries in 

predominantly white Afrikaans-

speaking areas, one private secondary 

school and one black township school.  

Students face two key difficulties :  

• State funding only provides 

about half the cost of education, 

the rest being made up by fees, 

which are beyond parents in the 

poorest areas. 

• Final matriculation tests, etc. 

(passing through the system at 

18) are in English, which may be 

a second or even third language 

for many students.  Therefore, 

learning English is essential.  
Despite chronic under-funding and 

many other difficulties facing South 

Africa post-Apartheid (such as having 

the highest incidence of HIV in the 

world), we learnt much from teachers 

coping with a smile and optimism for 

the future.  The students were also 

keen to learn and progress and 

welcomed visitors from England. 

We were truly inspired by the 

township school and hope to build up 

links and support with them in the 

future.  It certainly put our issues into 

perspective. 

 

If anyone would like to find out more 

and would like to help us build up the 

links, please feel free to contact any of 

the teachers involved.  

 

Business and Enterprise 
Cranfield University Business 

Simulation Day 
On the 22nd February, representatives 

from Cranfield University’s School 

of Management came in to school to 

run a Business Simulation with our 

Year 10 and 11 GCSE Business 

Studies students. 20 teams of mixed 

Year 10 and 11 students assisted by 

volunteers from organisations such as 

HSBC, HMR&C, Fords and many 

others, acted as Directors of a new 

start-up business venture taking a 

series of decisions to establish the 

profitability of their company against 
competition from the other teams.  

Each team were given a set amount of 

money to start off with and had to 

produce and sell similar products in a 

competitive market place with 

decisions being made on capital 

investment, level of output, 

advertising and the pricing of their 
product.   The day was a big success 

with only one team out of the 20 

going bankrupt and the four teams that 

made the most profit at the end of the 

simulation won. The students and 

volunteers that took part all said how 

much they enjoyed the day and the 

students commented on how they 

found the simulation useful. 

 

Numeracy Day at Southend United 

Football Club 
On 23

rd
 February, four Year 10 

students joined students from Deanes 

and King John for a trip to the Study 

Support Centre at Southend United 

Football Club. Upon arrival, the 12 

students were split into 2 teams with 

each team comprising of 2 students 

from each school.   The two teams 

were then set a number of 

mathematical challenges based around 

football, competing against each other 

for a team prize at the end of the day.  

As part of their day at Southend, the 

students were also given a full tour of 

the stadium looking at the ground, 

changing rooms, the press conference 

room and the boxes.   The Numeracy 

Day, organised and funded by the 

Aimhigher initiative, was enjoyed by 

all.   

 

Year 5 Gifted and Talented 

 
Following last year’s excellent 

response, we are again offering the 

Year 5 Gifted and Talented course. 

 

This is due to commence on 

13
th

 March 2007 and will run for 5 

weeks after the school day has 

finished.  Each session will take place 

on the Tuesday and run for 1 hour and 

15 minutes. 

 

We have had positive and enthusiastic 

responses from our feeder primary 

schools which include Jotman’s, 

Robert Drake, Kents Hill, South 

Benfleet, Woodham Ley, 
Montgomerie and St Margaret’s.  

 

They are keen to involve their more 

able students.   

 

We are currently focusing on the Key 

Stage 3 curriculum, in particular the 

continuity, pace and rigour of the 

courses we offer at Key Stage 3. 

 

We have 6 participating subjects this 

year - ICT, Business and Enterprise, 

PE, Food Technology, Technology 
and Ceramics.  Each subject area has 

developed a 5 week course of 

interesting, exciting classes that we 

feel will extend the more able.  We are 

very eager to work with the Year 5 

students, as we feel not only will it 

benefit them but it will also assist us 

with our Key Stage 3 initiative.  

 

 

Black Cat Theatre Company 
On Thursday, 1

st
 March, a 

performance of Shakespeare’s Much 

Ado about Nothing took place in the 

School Hall.  The audience, all Year 9 

students, watched as the play they 

have been studying, in preparation for 

their SATs exam, was brought  to life 

by actors from The Black Cat Theatre 

Company.   Whilst the focus was on 

the set scenes, our students had the 

opportunity to watch an abridged 

version that allowed them to enjoy the 

comedy and drama of the play.  An 

opportunity was given at the end for 

students to ask questions about the 

play itself and learn about stagecraft 

and performance.  Overall, the 

experience was both enjoyable and 

educational.  The response from the 

students has been a positive one.  

 

Study Skills Enrichment 

Programmes – KS3 and KS4 
Arranged during February 2007 were 

the Enrichment Study Skills 

Programmes for both Key Stages 3 

and 4.  As a strategic part of targeting 

students and ensuring they reach their 

full potential, 2 groups of students in 

Year 9 were scheduled for a one-day 

study skills enhancement programme. 

The emphasis for each group differed; 

one group of students comprising 

gifted and talented, focused on 

techniques for raising Level 6 

achievement at the end of the Key 

Stage and in particular, sitting the 

SAT examinations; the other group of 

students were targeted for Level 5 

achievement, and put into practice 

some of the revision techniques and 

cognitive thinking processes involved, 

in students taking control of their own 

learning and revision.   The ‘Reach 

for the Stars’ and ‘Hit the Mark’, 

Study Skills Programmes for Key 

Stage 4 proved crucial to students 

understanding how they can access 

information they have already studied, 

effectively. Both groups of students; 

the A* – C candidates and the C/D 

borderline students received clear and 

discrete enhancement programmes, 

which targeted their own level of skill 

and ability. Very definitely our shared 

goal provides increased potential for 

overall student achievement at the end 

of the Key Stage and for their entry 

into either further education or chosen 

career paths.   Both programmes, Key 

Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 were a 

resounding success.  Comments fed 

back by a proportion of Year 11 

students informed us of the need to 

implement the programme earlier in 

Key Stage 4 and in Year 10. One 



noticeable formative comment by a 

student was, ‘I wish I had done this 

in Year 10,’ suggesting our decision 

to now run another series of Study 

Skills programmes for the current 

Year 10, after work experience, is yet 

another strategy we will employ to 

enhance our students potential for 

success.  

 

PE Report 
District Netball Rally 

• Seniors finished runners up 

• Yr 9’s finished 4
th

  

District Swimming 

• Yr 7 Boys – 2
nd

  

• Yr 8 Boys – 2
nd

  

• Yr 9 Girls – 3
rd

  

• Senior Girls – 3
rd

  

Jonathan Ellis – 1
st
 in Yr 8 Freestyle 

Alex Delicata – 1st in Yr 8 Butterfly 

Billy Hurford – 2
nd

 in Yr 7 Freestyle 

Ben Jobson – 2
nd

 in Yr 7 Butterfly 

Charlotte Delicata –  
2nd in Senior Backstroke 

Ella Franklin –  
3

rd
 in Senior Breastroke 

Rugby  

• Yr 8 rugby team – 2
nd

 in Emerging 

Schools Tournament 

• Yr 7 rugby team – 4
th

 in Emerging 

Schools Tournament 

Hockey 

• Yr 9 team currently undefeated 

• Senior team beat Cornelius 4-0 to 

earn place in semi-final of 

Southend and District Cup 

 

 
Appleton All Stars Basketball Club 

Friday, 2
nd

 March saw the launch of 

The Appleton All Stars Basketball 

Club.  Sessions run from 4.30 – 5.30 

for students in Yrs 7 and 8 and from 

5.30 – 7.00 for students in Yrs 9, 10 

and 11.   The sessions are run by an 

EBBA Level 2 coach and cost £2.  All 

students are welcome! 

 

Gifted and Talented Trip to Bowles 

Outdoor Adventure Activity Centre 

On Friday, 16
th

 March, Mr Sultana 

and Mr Clarke will be taking a group 

of 12 Gifted and Talented students 

(from Yrs 8 – 10) to Bowles Outdoor 

Adventure Activity Centre in 

Tunbridge Wells.  The students will 

take part in Rock Climbing and a 

Low Ropes Course, with an emphasis 

on personal challenge, problem-

solving and teamwork.  

 
 

Ski Trip 2007  

On 30
th

 March, 42 students and 6 

staff will be leaving for Austria on the 

Annual Ski Trip.  

 

New York 
In May 2007, 21 Year 10 Business 

Studies students will be visiting the 

Big Apple!  As part of their studies on 

marketing, business practice and 

accounting and finance, students will 

be touring the Financial District, 

including the Federal Reserve Bank, 

and Ground Zero.  They will also 

attend a business workshop at 

Madame Tussauds before taking in 

some of the city sights, including Ellis 

Island and Statue of Liberty, 

Empire State Building and a 

Broadway show. 

 

Business and Enterprise 

Community Courses 
Spaces are still available on the FREE 

Business Basics Workshop that is 

being held at 6pm on Monday, 21st 

May 2007.   There are also spaces 

available on the Powerpoint 

Workshop at 6pm on Monday,  

14th May at a cost of £20 and also on 

the Excel Stage 3 Workshop at 6pm 

on Monday, 11
th

 June at a cost of 

£20.   Please ring Ext. 258 or Ext. 236 

for more information on these 3 hour 

Workshops.  Alternatively, 

information regarding our Workshop 

Programme is available on the 

school’s website – 

www.theappletonschool.org  

 

LOST PROPERTY PROCEDURES 
All lost property is taken to S5a.  At 

the end of each half term, a list of lost 

property held is circulated to Form 

Tutors and on display outside S5a (we 

currently have a full cupboard!) 

If not collected it will be disposed of 

as follows: 

 

Clothing - at the end of each term 
All other items (including 

jewellery/phones/glasses) – at the 

end of the Summer term 

 

We will make every effort to return 

found items to their owners and 

therefore ask that you name all 

clothing/shoes/PE bags/pencil cases 

etc to assist us with this.  Parents are 

welcome to come in, after school, to 

check the lost property. 

We currently have 3 blazers, in good 

condition, that were left from last year 

in sizes: Age 11, Chest 32, Yr 8/9.  If 

you would like one of these please 

contact S5a. 

 

MOBILE PHONES AND 

PERSONAL STEREOS 
Could I please take the opportunity to 

remind parents that we do not 

encourage either mobile phones or 

personal stereos being brought into 

school.    The school accepts no 

responsibility for these items.  If 

students are found using a mobile 

phone or personal stereo in school 

they will have them removed.   

I understand that many parents wish 

students to carry ‘phones for personal 

safety reasons but can I please ask you 

to reinforce with your child that these 

should not be used on the school site.  

Personal stereos, Ipods and MP3 

players should not be brought into 

school at all. 

 

Mrs K Kerridge, Headteacher 

 

STUDENTS SIGNING OUT :  

Can I please remind parents that 

students who need to leave school 

during the day for doctor and dental 

appointments, interviews, etc. must 

have their note with them, signed by a 

parent/guardian, and initialled by their 

Form Tutor, when they sign out at 

Student Services.    
 

ABSENCE CALLS : 
To report a student absence, please 

telephone the school on Ext. 225 or 

e-mail–jwilliams@theappletonschool.org  

                            Thank you. 

Reminder re. new System for 
absence calls – Parents will receive a 

text message in the first instance on a 

child’s absence, followed by telephone 

calls, which will continue until the end 

of the school day, or until the school 

receives a response from parents.  

Parents can also be contacted  

re. Consultatives, coursework 

deadlines, etc. Please make sure your 

child’s contact telephone numbers are 

up to date and inform the school 

immediately of any changes.  Any 

queries with the above, please contact  
Mrs A Cruse, Assistant Headteacher  

 

     Important Dates 
 14 March Y9 (5-8) Consultative 

 16 March Charity Day 

 22 March Spring Concert 

 29 March Yr 11 Presentation Evening 

 30 March End of Spring Term – school 

finishes at 12.00 

2
nd

 � 13
th

 April 2007   -     HOLIDAYS 

16
th

 April School begins at 8.40 am 



 


