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Dear Parents

Making Good Progress |

The Appleton School has been invited
to be part of a national DfES initiative
to look at maximising the number of
children who make two levels
progress in years 7 to 9.

The project will also investigate the
possible replacement of the Key Stage
3 SATs with when ready level tests.
The level tests will take place in June
and December each year and will be
available to students in Years 7, 8 and
9, when teachers believe they are
ready to take these. As part of this
initiative, the school will provide
individual tutoringfor 10% of Years
7,8 and 9 in English and
Mathematics. This is the equivalent
of over 720 hours of extra tutoring for
our students. It is anticipated that The
Appleton School will be a lead school
for schools in EssexXguffolk,
Cambridgeshire and Hertfordshire in
this pilot project.

This is an exciting opportunity for the
school to be part of a national
initiative, which will influence
ministerial policy-making, concerning
the future of teaching and assessment
in Key Stage 3.

The school is delighted to be part of
this project.

Admissions

The school has now received its final
admission numbers for September
2007 and as anticipated the school had
over 540 applications for the 240
places available in Year 7. The school
is over subscribed and once more has
waiting lists for places in all years. If
you are aware that you are likely to be
moving out of the area in the near
future it would be very useful if you
could letMr Clarke know as soon as
possible.

| SAT'sand GCSE's |

Year 9 students have now completed
their SATs which staff inform me
went very well. The SAT results for
Science and Mathematics come into
school at the beginning dtily and

will be given out to students during
term time. English SAT results come
out on23“ August and will be posted
out to students.

Year 11 students have begun their
GCSE'’s and we wish them well in
these very important examinations.
Our early predictions are that we
should have one of our best sets of
results in Year 11 this year. We also
send the large number of Year 9 and
Year 10 students, who are sitting their
GCSE's early, our best wishes.

We look forward to receiving our
school results 023rd August. | will
be in school with a number of senior
staff, careers staff and our
Examinations Officer until 2pm on
23“ August to deal with any
examination queries. Results are
available on line from 6.01 am on the
239 August forEdexcelonly.

The Appleton Grand Ball

| was delighted to be present at The
Grand Ball orFriday 11" May.

R

It was a fantastic occasion with all
Year 11 students formally dressed. |
know all of the students and staff
enjoyed their evening. There were a
few tears as the evening came to a
close. It was however a perfect end to

five years at The Appleton School. |
would like to take this opportunity to
thankMrs Halley, Mr Gill and

Mr Clarke for working so hard with a
group of parents, and also a few
grandparents, who worked behind the
scenes, to ensure the evening was a
success. Over sixty staff also joined
students for this evening.

Year 11 Presentation Evening

The Year 11 Achievement Evening
took place on the evening of

29" March, in the Main Hall.

Alan Chambers, MBE, a Polar
Explorer, provided a fascinating
speech about his expedition to the
North Pole and the problems his group
had to overcome.

Presentations were made to students in
every subject area to celebrate their
dedication and their level of

attainment. There were also
performances of the highest standard
from students in our GCSE Music,
Dance and Drama groups.

It was a pleasure to organise this
celebratory evening to recognise the
achievements of our Year 11 with
over 300 parents and students. We
would like to wish them every success
in the forthcoming GCSE
examinations.

Trip to New York
Tuesday, 8 — Saturday, 13' May
by Kathryn Edwards 10.01

On arrival at New York’s JFK Airport
on Tuesday, 8May, our group of 21
students checked into our
accommodation for the weekHotel
Grand Union, situated inVlidtown
Manhattan.




We began our visit that evening by
walking 2 blocks to th&mpire State
Building, which is the world’s most
recognisable office block. We soared
86 floors up to the windy observatory
deck, to find breathtaking views of
New York City and its famous
landmarks.

The following day we passed through
the financial district ir.ower
Manhattan, and saw sights such as
theNew York Stock Exchangein

Wall Street. We discovered that it
was here where share prices on the
NYSE collapsed, leading to the Great
Depression.

Next we visitedGround Zero which
was extremely moving — we all signed
a memorial card which we left at the
World Trade Tribute Centre on

behalf of the school.
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Our group then took the Circle Line
Ferry to the overwhelmingtatue of
Liberty — a symbolic gift from France
— where we climbed 10 floors to
observe the whole of New York City.
We again took the Ferry to nearby
Ellis Island, where 12 million
immigrants entered the United States
of America. To finish the day, we
travelled to‘Chinatown”, inhabited
by many Chinese people and colourful
shops, andLittle Italy” where we
had our evening meal.

On Thursday, we visited tHénited
Nations who facilitate co-operation in
international law, international
security, economic development,
social progress and human rights
issues. We had an interesting guided
tour exploring th&General Assembly
Hall, and theEconomic and Social
Council Chamber. Later that day,
we exploredBloomingdalesand ate at
the entertainingPlanet Hollywood,
just before seeing a magnificent
Broadway show Beauty and the
Beast. We took a trip back to the
hotel in 2 limos, witnessing the huge

lighted advertisements ifimes
Square.

We finished our trip by taking a tour
and shopped &acy’s, the world’s
largest store, well-known for
sponsoring the annulacy’s
Thanksgiving Day Parade.

Overall, everybody had a very
interesting and exhilarating trip!

PE Achievements

Congratulations to all students on
their successes in PE this term. We
have achieved the following :

Yr 7 Football Team - 2"%in District
League and Runner’s Up in District
Cup

Yr 9 Football Team —Beaten semi-
finalists in District Cup

Yr 10 Football Team —Winners of
‘B’ League

Yr 11 Football Team —Runner’s Up
in District Cup

Yr 9 Hockey Team —unbeaten all
year, winners of District Rally

Yr 7 Hockey Team —2"in District
Rally

Senior Netball Team —Runner’s Up
in District Rally; Runner’'s Up in
League

Yr 9 Netball Team —Lost just one
game

District Athletics

Yr 7 Gitls — Charly Cooper 2" in
Shot PuttJessica Dartnal 3% in
100m,Ami Shellito —6" in 200m,
Jessica Main -3 in 75m Hurdles, 8
in Relay.

Yr 8 Girls — Sarah Thomas 5" in
High Jump,Lucy Moore —7" in Long
Jump anad'Bin 100m,Michaella
Philpot —7" in Discus,Hannah
Leggett 6™ in 800m,Rebecca Trott
—5"in 75m Hurdles.

Yr 9 Girls — Jasmin Palmer -8" in
High JumpJade Roberts 3% in
Discus,Chloe Phillips —4" in Javelin,
Holly North —5" in 200m, ¥ in
Relay.

Senior Girls —Denise Dignum —1*
in 800m and ¥ in High JumpKelly
Gibbs —4" in 800m and 8 in High
Jump,Samantha Smith 4" in Shot
Putt, Frances Reeves 4" in Discus,
Sarah Olson 2"%in JavelinEmma
Bourne —6" in 300m,Michelle Clark
—2"%in 1500m Heather Watts -6 in
80m Hurdles, ¥ in Relay.

Yr 7 Boys —Billy Huford - 8" in
Long Jump and'8in 75m Hurdles,
George Crumpton 7" in Shot Pultt,
Matt Smith —1%'in 200m,Moses
Dawodu -3%in 800m, & in Relay.
Yr 8 Boys —Chris Keep -7 in High
Jump,Nicholas Cavill =2" in 400m
and 6 in Long JumpAlex Delicata —
1%in Discus,Shane Scanlon 7 in
Discus,George Burkett 6" in
Javelin,Tom Parkinson -5" in
1500m,Sam Coster -8" in 1500m,
John Bushell —4™ in 800m.

Yr 9 Boys —Jamie Haddon -6" in
Long JumpBradley Franklin —6" in
Shot PuttConnor Kane -5" in
Discus,George Limage 6" in
Javelin,Billy Radley —8" in Javelin,
Matt Harper-Penman -4" in
Hammer Vinny Burkett —5" in
100m,Olamide Dawodu 8" in
100m,Jack Main —6" in 1500m,
Sam Leary -5" in 80m Hurdles, Bin
Relay.

Senior Boys -Daniel Cooke -8" in
High JumpSam Rowe 2" in
Discus,Joe Rotheram 6™ in 100m.

Building W orks

There are a lot of building works
taking place over half-term which will
further enhance the schools facilities.

The works are as follows:

A total refurbishment of the
school’s Library and Rotunda.
This will include a state of the
art computer network with over
sixty computers available to
students outside of the working
day.

The establishing of an
Engineering Suite in one of our
Technology rooms. This will
come into curriculum use in
September for Year 10
students.

New windows in the school Hall

“Putting the World into
World Class Education”
(DfES 2004)

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, has provided
the gateway to making links with
schools in Africa.

RecentlyMrs Hargate travelled there
representing The Appleton School and
our feeder primaries Jotmans,



Woodham Ley andSt Margaret’s,
who are forming friendships with two
clusters of schools in different African
countries. One cluster of three
schools is ilMekelle, Ethiopia, and
the other nealKampala, Uganda,

both covering an age range of pupils
from 5 — 19 years.

E-mail correspondence is already
flying back and forth and students in
Year 7 have been writing letters.
Teachers from Africa will be visiting
us at the end of September and there
will be reciprocal visits later on.

Some funding is coming from the
British Council as a result of a
successful bid to join the Connecting
Classrooms project, which helps
schools to form positive, equity based
relationships with schools in the UK
and Africa.

We would welcome contact with
anyone who already has links with
these countries and has any ideas or
more material and practical advice to
offer that would help.

Report on Science Festival Trip
by
Amy Clark, Kieran Goodwin,
Mary Gregson & Reece Hyde (Yr 7)

On 20" March, we went to
Cambridge University for a Science
competition.

We arrived at Cambridge at 9.45 am,
just in time for refreshments. We had
to wait for a while before we were
paired up to go to the first event which
took place in the lab.

It was called th&alters Challenge
where we had to find out who had
murdered someone. We had to do
three tests — flame test, which was to
find out the metal part of the salts we
were using. Then, an acid test, which
found out the non-metal parts. In the
third test, we had to split two salts.
We had to decide who the suspects
were by matching up the salts to the
people listed.

We had lunch and then went into the
lab and faced our next challenge. This
was called the University Challenge,
where we had to separate two different
coloured dyes that were mixed
together to start with. We had to mix
up some slurry (water and a special
mixture) and put it in a tube. Then we
poured the dye on the top, using

bellows to pump the water down along
with the dyes. Slowly, the dyes
separated and we collected each
colour in a different test tube.

Then we headed into the Lecture
room, where Dr Peter Wothers
showed us what happens when gases
become dangerous. He blew up rice
crispies and a hob nob. He burnt a toy
sheep and a sausage man and put out
the fire with tomato sauce. Sadly,
neither the sheep or the sausage man
lived! He made lightening using

many volts.

We then headed back to the other
Lecture room for the announcement of
the winners. Unfortunately, we did

not win but we had fun.

LOST PROPERTY PROCEDURES
All lost property is taken t85a. At

the end of each half term, a list of lost
property held is circulated to Form
Tutors and on display outside S5a (we
currently have a full cupboard!)

If not collected it will be disposed of
as follows:

Clothing - at the end of each term
All other items(including

jewellery/phones/glassesktthe
end of the Summer term

We will make every effort to return
found items to their owners and
therefore ask that you name all
clothing/shoes/PE bags/pencil cases
etc to assist us with this. Parents are
welcome to come in, after school, to
check the lost property.

MOBILE PHONES AND

PERSONAL STEREOS

Could I please take the opportunity to
remind parents that we do not
encourage either mobile phones or
personal stereos being brought into
school. The school accepts no
responsibility for these items. If
students are found using a mobile
phone or personal stereo in school
they will have them removed.

| understand that many parents wish
students to carry ‘phones for personal
safety reasons but can | please ask you
to reinforce with your child that these
should not be used on the school site.
Personal stereos, Ipods and MP3
players should not be brought into
school at all.

Mrs K Kerridge, Headteacher

STUDENTS SIGNING OUT :

Can | please remind parents that
students who need to leave school
during the day for doctor and dental
appointments, interviews, etc. must
have their note with them, signed by a
parent/guardian, and initialled by their
Form Tutor, when they sign out at
Student Services.

ABSENCE CALLS:

To report a student absence, please

telephone the school @&xt. 2250r

e-mailjwilliams@theappletonschool.org
Thank you.

Reminder re. new System for

absence calls Parents will receive a
text message in the first instance on a
child’s absence, followed by telephone
calls, which will continue until the end
of the school day, or until the school
receives a response from parents.
Parents can also be contacted

re. Consultatives, coursework
deadlines, etc. Please make sure your
child’s contact telephone numbers are
up to date and inform the school
immediately of any changes. Any
queries with the above, please contact
Mrs A Cruse, Assistant Headteacher

Important Dates

Half-Term - 28" May 1 June 2007

Mon, 4" June | School begins 8.40 am
Tues, & June | Parents’ Group
Meeting
Thurs, 15.30 - 18.30 Y7 (1-4)
14" June Consultative
Weds, Year 10 Exams begin
20" June 15.30-18.30 Y7 (5-8)
Consultative
Thurs, 19.00 - 21.00 Y7/8
21% June Disco
Mon, Y10 Exams continue
25" June Y11 Clearance Day
(late start for
Yrs 7-10) 9.40 am
Thurs, 19.30 Welcome
28" June Evening for Y6 parents
Fri, 29" June | INSET Day 5
Sat, 33 June | PTA Magic Night
Tues, § July | Welcome Day for new
students (Yr 6)
Thurs, 19.30 Yr 7 Presentation
5" July Evening
Fri, 6" July Whole School Industry
Day
Fri, 13" and | School Production
Sat, 14 July
Fri, 20" July | End of School Year
School finishes at
12 noon







