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May 2026 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

As we approach the final examination period, I am writing to clarify our position regarding study leave and 
to outline the support in place for your child during these crucial weeks. 

In line with current government guidance, traditional study leave is no longer standard practice. Students 
are expected to remain in school throughout the examination period, where they can continue to benefit 
from structured teaching, targeted revision, and expert guidance from their teachers. Evidence from high-
performing schools consistently shows that students achieve stronger outcomes when they remain in 
school for longer, receiving focused support right up to their final examinations. 

That said, we retain flexibility in specific circumstances. For example, where students are following 
alternative pathways, have completed the majority of their courses (particularly after half-term), or where 
there are medical considerations, individual arrangements may be considered on a case-by-case basis. 

We would greatly appreciate your support in ensuring your child continues to attend school throughout 
this period. This is where we can have the greatest impact—providing last-minute clarification, refining 
exam technique, and building confidence. 

Following positive parental feedback and the success of last year’s approach, we will once again be running 
“drop-down” sessions. These will take place either on the day before, or the morning of, each examination, 
and are designed to give students focused, subject-specific input at the point it matters most. The 
timetable for these sessions is attached (last page of this letter). 

All remaining lessons will now be fully dedicated to revision, exam preparation, and exam technique, 
ensuring that every lesson counts in supporting your child to achieve their very best. 

By Monday 8th June, the vast majority of students will have completed most of their examinations. From 
this point onwards, students will be permitted to sign out and leave the school site after they have 
completed an exam, provided they do not have another timetabled exam or session that day. 

Additionally, a reminder that parents and carers are invited to submit a short “good luck” message for their 
child. These messages will be shared with students on Wednesday 6th May as a final boost of 
encouragement before their exams begin. Messages can be submitted here: Parent Feedback – Fill in form 

http://www.theappletonschool.org/
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/Gyg178bmra
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We would also like to remind parents of the required exam equipment, particularly a scientific calculator. 
There are multiple examinations where a calculator is permitted, and not having one will place students at 
a significant disadvantage. 

While the school holds a small number of spare calculators for genuine emergencies, we do not have 
sufficient numbers to meet current demand. It is therefore essential that all students come fully equipped. 

To support this, please note the proportion of mathematical content within key subjects: 

• Maths Paper 2 – required for the full paper 
• Maths Paper 3 – required for the full paper 
• Physics (Combined and Separate) – 40% 
• Chemistry (Combined and Separate) – 30% 
• Biology (Combined and Separate) – 20% 
• Geography – 10% 
• Business Studies – 10% 
• Food Preparation and Nutrition – 10% 
• Physical Education – 10% 

As you can see, having a calculator can make a significant difference to outcomes. 

 
Should you have any concerns regarding equipment, please email info@theappletonschool.org marked 
FAO Mr Hannan. We will do everything we can to ensure no student is disadvantaged. 

Finally, on Thursday 18th June, we will host a special morning session for Year 11 students. This will 
provide an opportunity to sign shirts, say goodbye to staff, and return any textbooks, calculators, or 
revision guides. 

 

http://www.theappletonschool.org/
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Students should arrive at the normal school start time of 8:30am. A Year 11 Leavers’ Assembly will take 
place, after which students will leave the site at approximately 9:20am. No other year groups will be on 
site, allowing students the space to mark the end of their time with us. 

The celebrations will conclude with the Year 11 Prom the following evening—a fitting way to recognise 
their hard work and achievements. 

Finally, I would like to thank you, as parents and carers, for your continued support over the past five 
years. Supporting young people through the challenges of adolescence and examinations is no small task. 
We are incredibly proud of the young adults they have become, and I have no doubt you are too. 

We wish all of our students the very best of luck and hope they achieve outcomes that truly reflect their 
hard work. 

Good luck, Year 11! 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Mr J Hannan 
Deputy Headteacher 
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